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Th a n k y ou  for  y ou r  su bscr ipt ion  to Rep.  Da n  Hu ber ty 's New slet ter .  If y ou  w ish  to u n su bscr ibe,

plea se u se th e Sa feUn su bscr ibe opt ion  a t  th e bottom  of th is em a il.  

August 3 , 201 8

Thank y ou for subscribing to m y  e-newsletter.

The San Jacinto Riv er Authority  and the City  of Houston hav e team ed up to im plem ent flood
m itigation strategies that will help prev ent future flooding in HD 1 27 . You can read the
inform ation below from  both organizations to learn m ore specifics about the efforts in the area,
including the lowering of Lake Conroe and a pre-release strategy  for Lake Houston.

Please rem em ber that the Harris County  Flood Control District bond election is com ing up. On
August 25, one y ear from  the landfall of Hurricane Harv ey , we will head to the polls to v ote on
the bond. Below, y ou will find inform ation about the upcom ing election and proposed projects.
Early  v oting begins next Wednesday , August 8, so be sure to get out there and v ote early !

Additionally , I am  pleased the the Texas Education Agency  has prov ided accountability  waiv ers
to ov er 1 00 school districts that were affected by  Hurricane Harv ey . During this historic ev ent,
our school districts prov ided shelter, transportation, and resources to those who needed it. I am
grateful that these efforts are being reflected in the accountability  sy stem  for this past y ear.

As sum m er winds down, I hope that y ou and y our fam ily  are stay ing cool and enjoy ing som e
tim e together. As alway s, if y ou need any thing, please free free to reach out to m y  Capitol or
District offices. Som eone will alway s be there and will be happy  to assist y ou.

Hav e a great weekend!

Sincerely , 

 ​  ​

August 2018 Calendar

Download m y  August 201 8 calendar by
clicking the link below. This m onth is full of
ev ents in and around Texas that could fun or
useful to y ou and y our fam ily ! This new
form at allows y ou to sav e the docum ent for

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://conta.cc/2FNqcbI
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=State+Representative+Dan+Huberty+Capitol+Newsletter%3A+https%3A%2F%2Fconta.cc%2F2FNqcbI
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://conta.cc/2FNqcbI&title=State+Representative+Dan+Huberty+Capitol+Newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/danhubertysupporters
https://twitter.com/DanHuberty
http://files.constantcontact.com/a2549c85501/01387eac-0d1e-4104-b786-5c1b35c684cd.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/a2549c85501/a02bca97-9af3-47cd-99b1-b229683a2399.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/a2549c85501/44eb80ba-30a7-4ccc-8573-47ea9b4a9735.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/News_and_Multimedia/Press_Releases/2018/More_than_100_districts_eligible_for_Hurricane_Harvey_accountability_waiver/
https://comptroller.texas.gov/about/media-center/news/2018/180802-sales-tax.php


printing or sending to y our fam ily  m em bers.

Click Here to View and Download This Month's Calendar!

Hurricane Harvey Updates

Lake Conroe and Lake Houston Temporary Flood Mitigation

Lake Houston and Lake Conroe were built as and rem ain im portant parts of the City 's drinking
water sy stem . Ov er 4  m illion Houstonians and residents in the greater Houston region rely  on
water prov ided by  the City  of Houston.

Hurricane Harv ey  deposited trem endous am ounts of silt in the West Fork of the San Jacinto
Riv er. The silt phy sically  changed the riv er’s ability  to safely  pass water flows during storm s and
created need for a significant dredging project to restore the riv er’s capacity .

The City  of Houston, in partnership with the Coastal Water Authority , operates Lake Houston.
The San Jacinto Riv er Authority  operates Lake Conroe. Together we hav e dev eloped a tem porary
Joint Reserv oir Operations Plan which will be in place until the US Arm y  Corp of Engineers
dredging project on the lower West Fork of the San Jacinto Riv er is com plete. The project is
scheduled to begin this m onth and m ay  take up to three y ears to com plete.

The lakes will be operated with two different strategies.
 
LAKE CONROE
Lake Conroe is located upstream  from  Lake Houston and pre-releases before a storm  run the risk
of pushing water into Lake Houston, which is not desirable. Therefore, the San Jacinto Riv er
Authority  will conduct tem porary  seasonal lowering of Lake Conroe. Lake Conroe has a norm al
water lev el of 201  feet. 

Apr 1 – May 31 Lake Conroe will be reduced and m aintained at 200 feet.

Aug 1 – Sep 30 Lake Conroe will be reduced and m aintained at 1 99 feet.

After each tem porary  seasonal lowering, Lake Conroe will be restored to norm al water lev el.

LAKE HOUSTON
Lake Houston, as the lowest lake on the riv er sy stem , will be operated using a pre-release
approach. Coastal Water Authority  will conduct pre-storm  releases from  Lake Houston. Lake
Houston has a norm al pool elev ation of 42.5 feet.

If the National Weather Serv ice predicts greater than 3  inches of rain within the San Jacinto
Riv er basin in a 48-hour period, Coastal Water Authority  will lower Lake Houston to 41 .5 feet.

To track lake lev els v isit:

Lake Conroe - www.sjra.net

Lake Houston - www.coastalwaterauthority .org

http://files.constantcontact.com/a2549c85501/01387eac-0d1e-4104-b786-5c1b35c684cd.pdf
http://www.sjra.net
http://www.coastalwaterauthority.org


FAQ From SJRA Regarding the Above Flood Mitigation
Strategy

This is a TEMPORARY strategy  and is intended to prov ide flood m itigation while the US Arm y
Corp of Engineers’ em ergency  dredging project is com pleted. The USACE’s dredging contractor
began m obilizing this m onth (July  201 8), and the current ESTIMATE is that the dredging
project will be com pleted in nine m onths.

The m itigation benefit during a m ajor flood ev ent is som ewhat lim ited (due to (i) Lake Conroe’s
sm all contribution to the ov erall watershed, and (ii) the sm all im pact on our ov erall releases);
but SJRA and the City  of Houston were asked by  num erous com m unity  leaders to com e up with a
way  to m itigate sm aller storm s while dredging is com pleted.

SJRA and downstream  com m unities realize and appreciate the negativ e im pact that this creates
around Lake Conroe, but they  are asking for patience for a short period of tim e while the
em ergency  condition in the West Fork is rem edied.

1. Has the temporary strategy for Lake Conroe and Lake Houston been finally
approved by all the necessary parties?

Yes. Both the SJRA and the City  of Houston hav e considered and approv ed the proposed
strategy .
SJRA and the COH requested an opinion from  the Texas Com m ission on Env ironm ental
Quality  to determ ine how releases would be treated for purposes of water rights
accounting. On Friday , June 1 5, TCEQ answered that the state would use “enforcem ent
discretion” if releases caused SJRA or the COH to exceed their annual perm its.
The final term s were agreed to on July  26, 201 8.

2. What exactly is the temporary proposal for Lake Conroe?

a. As a point of reference, the norm al pool lev el of Lake Conroe is 201 ’ m sl.
b. Spring season – April 1  through May  3 1 .

Starting on April 1 , SJRA will gradually  reduce to and m aintain the lev el of Lake
Conroe at 200’ m sl (one foot below norm al pool).
iStarting on June 1 , SJRA will begin to capture flows to restore norm al lake
elev ation.

c. Fall season – August 1  through Septem ber 3 0.
Starting on August 1 , SJRA will gradually  reduce the lev el of Lake Conroe with a
goal of reaching 200’ m sl (one foot below norm al pool) by  August 1 5.
After August 1 5, SJRA will continue gradually  lowering the lev el of Lake Conroe
with a goal of reaching (and m aintaining) 1 99’ m sl (two feet below norm al pool) by
August 3 1 . 
Starting October 1 , SJRA will begin to capture flows to restore norm al lake
elev ation. d. If the lake lev el has already  dropped to the target elev ation just due to
ev aporation, no releases would be m ade. e. If a storm  enters the forecast while
seasonal releases are being m ade to lower the lake lev el, such releases would be
stopped and the riv er allowed to drain out until rainfall is out of the forecast.

3. When would the lake lowering strategy end?

The intent of the proposal is to prov ide a near-term , flood m itigation benefit while the
USACE dredging project on the lower West Fork is com pleted.
The USACE dredging project is currently  scheduled to be com pleted in the Spring of 201 9.
The SJRA board’s proposal stated that the lake lowering strategy  would be rev iewed
annually  at the February  board m eeting and m ust be renewed by  a v ote of the Board in
order to extend it for another y ear. 

4. Why does the proposed strategy for Lake Conroe not involve the pre-release of
water before a storm event?

Release of water from  Lake Conroe prior to a storm  would put flows into the San Jacinto
Riv er and Lake Houston potentially  exacerbating downstream  flooding. Weather forecasts
are sim ply  not accurate enough to risk pre-releasing water, which presaturates and pre-
fills downstream  basins.
Staff from  the City  of Houston, the Coastal Water Authority , and the Harris County  Flood
Control District hav e expressed their desire to not pre-fill the riv er and Lake Houston prior
to a storm  with water released from  Lake Conroe.
Lake Conroe is located in the upper basin where it m akes sense to retain flood waters to the
extent possible.



5. What exactly is the temporary proposal for Lake Houston?

If the forecast calls for greater than three inches of rainfall in the Lake Houston basin
within 48 hours, the COH will lower the Lake Houston water lev el by  one foot prior to the
storm .
This pre-release strategy  is considered appropriate for Lake Houston because of its close
proxim ity  to Galv eston Bay  and the absence of populated areas in the areas downstream
of the dam

Stormy Weather Can Develop Rapidly During the Summer 
Harris County Offers Safety Tips

High hum idity  and warm  tem peratures in our region are key  ingredients for sev ere weather
during the sum m er m onths. According to the National Weather Serv ice, the biggest threats
associated with m ost thunderstorm s are lighting and flash floods. The Harris County  Office of
Hom eland Security  & Em ergency  Managem ent (HCOHSEM) offers the following safety  tips to
stay  safe this sum m er.
 
During thunder and lightning

When thunder roars, go indoors. Find a safe, enclosed shelter.
The m ain lightning safety  guide is the 3 0-3 0 rule. After y ou see lightning, start counting
to 3 0. If y ou hear thunder before y ou reach 3 0, go indoors. Suspend activ ities for at least
3 0 m inutes after the last clap of thunder.
If no shelter is av ailable, crouch low, with as little of y our body  touching the ground as
possible. Lightning causes electric currents along the top of the ground that can be deadly
from  ov er 1 00 feet away .
Stay  away  from  concrete floors or walls. Lightning can trav el through any  m etal wires or
bars in concrete walls or flooring.
Do not seek shelter under a tree or near tall objects. Lightning will search for the tallest
point in an area to strike.
Finally , do not go near any  bodies of water, such as a pond, lake, swim m ing pool or the
beach.

 
During a flash flood

Monitor weather conditions.
If flooding begins in y our area, go to higher ground im m ediately .
When driv ing, alway s be aware that the road bed under flood waters m ay  be sev erely
dam aged. NEVER driv e through flooded roadway s. Rem em ber that it takes only  two feet
of water to carry  away  a v ehicle, including pickups and SUVs.
When walking, do not attem pt to cross flowing stream s. Rem em ber that it takes only  six
inches of rushing water to knock an adult off his feet.
If y our v ehicle stalls, get out im m ediately  and go to higher ground.
Be extra cautious at night, when it is harder to see possible flood dangers.
These four words could sav e y our life: TURN AROUND, DON’T DROWN.

 
Prepare in adv ance of a storm . Download the Ready  Harris App or go to www.ready harris.org to
sign up to receiv e updates on local weather conditions and to get help creating an em ergency
plan. You can also follow HCOHSEM on Twitter and Facebook.

http://readydl.com/landing/eoc48201/index.html
http://www.readyharris.org
https://twitter.com/ReadyHarris
https://www.facebook.com/ReadyHarris/


Harris County Flood Control District Bond Election
Early Voting Begins Aug. 8 - Election Day Aug. 25

The Harris County  Flood Control District (HCFD) Bond election is taking place on August 25,
201 8. The County  has identified m ore than 1 50 potential projects as candidates for bond
funding, organized by  watershed. Per the Harris County  Flood Control website "if v oters approv e
the bonds, the bonds would be sold in increm ents ov er at least 1 0-1 5 y ears, as needed for the
m ultiple phases of each project. The actual tim ing of indiv idual projects will depend on a v ariety
of factors including env ironm ental perm itting and right-of-way  acquisition. Projects will be
authorized indiv idually  for funding by  Com m issioners Court, based on recom m endations by  the
Flood Control District."

Early voting begins next Wednesday, August 8, 2018.

You can find m ore inform ation about the projects, as well as an interactiv e m ap of the area here.
On the m ap, y ou will see purple asterisks. These sy m bols indicate projects that were the direct
result of the com m unity  input that was offered during the com m unity  m eetings with HCFD.

In order to fam iliarize y ourself with the bond language, I would encourage y ou to look at the
specific language here.

To find y our early  v oting locations, click here. The Election day  polling locations can be found
here.

Hurricane Harvey Recovery - By the Numbers

https://www.hcfcd.org/media/2827/2018-bond-proposed-project-list-201806291100.pdf
https://www.hcfcd.org/bond-program/
https://www.hcfcd.org/media/2855/bpl.pdf
http://harrisvotes.com/EarlyVoting/EarlyVotingLocationsNonIE.pdf
http://harrisvotes.com/VoterBallotSearch.aspx?L=E


Updates from HD 127

Harris County Fire Marshal NFPA3000



Updates from Austin

Texas Education Agency

100+ districts eligible for Harvey Accountability Waiver

Based on data reported to the Texas Education Agency  (TEA) during the past school y ear,



1 09 independent school districts and charter districts directly  affected by  Hurricane
Harv ey  are eligible for special ev aluation...

Read m ore
tea.texas.gov

Texas Comptroller

State Sales Tax Revenue Totaled $2.74 Billion in July

Texas Com ptroller Glenn Hegar today  said state sales tax rev enue totaled $2.7 4 billion in
July , 6 .9  percent m ore than in July  201 7 . "Sales tax receipts from  alm ost all m ajor
econom ic sectors were up com pared with last y ear,”  Hegar said.

Read m ore
com ptroller.texas.gov

Constituent Resources

Need Assistance?

Our office is alway s ready  to assist y ou. Call or em ail us and we will do our best to help. Many
State Agencies also hav e hotlines or citizen assistance offices to assist y ou. That contact
inform ation is av ailable at this link, in alphabetical order: 

http://www.lrl.texas.gov /genInfo/stateAgencies.cfm

Live Updates

All of the relev ant inform ation our office has gathered during the week will be posted to our
Facebook page. By  "liking" us, y ou will stay  up-to-date about im portant m atters across the state
that affect y ou and y our fam ily . Click below to find our page.

 ​

Contact Information

State Representative
Dan Huberty

Em ail Dan 

Casey Christman
Chief of Staff

Em ail Casey

Molly Spratt
Legislative Director

Em ail Molly

Abby Caldwell
District  Intern

Capitol Physical Address:
1 1 00 Congress Av enue

E2.408 Austin, TX 7 87 01

Capitol Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 291 0 

Austin, TX 7 87 68 

Capitol Phone:
(51 2) 463 -0520

Capitol Fax:
(51 2) 463 -1 606

District  Address: 
4501  Magnolia Cov e

 Suite 201
Kingwood, TX 7 7 3 45

District  Phone:
(281 ) 3 60-941 0

https://tea.texas.gov/About_TEA/News_and_Multimedia/Press_Releases/2018/More_than_100_districts_eligible_for_Hurricane_Harvey_accountability_waiver/
https://comptroller.texas.gov/about/media-center/news/2018/180802-sales-tax.php
http://www.lrl.texas.gov/genInfo/stateAgencies.cfm
https://www.facebook.com/danhubertysupporters
mailto:District127.Huberty@house.texas.gov
mailto:Casey.Christman@house.texas.gov
mailto:Molly.Spratt@house.texas.gov


Em ail Abby

Jillian Swets
Capitol Intern

Em ail Jillian

This ne wsle tte r was not se nt by S tate  e xpe nse .
Paid political adve rtising by Frie nds of Dan Hube rty.
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